
Venue: Kaprun, Austria- DH#6- 15 August 1997 

In a thrilling final round to the series, strength of 

character turned out to be the decisive factor 

when Missy Giove (USA, Volvo-

Cannondale) and Corrado Herin (ITA, Sintesi 

Verlicchi) overcame adversity to deservedly claim 

Grundig-UCI World Cup wins in the women's and 

men's categories. 

Herin, 31, from Aosta, Italy, had won three rounds 

of the 1997 downhill series and needed to finish 

eighth or better to secure the trophy he has coveted 

for so long. "For four years I have been training and 

racing with this result in mind. It has been a nice 

season for me, maximum...", he said. For Herin, 

winning the World Cup is "the realisation of a 

dream." 

With four results from the series of six counting 

towards the final overall, the ultimate task presented 

a big challenge for Herin. The physical demands 

made by the Kaprun course do not suit the 

diminutive Italian's style, which more about finesse 

than force. Because the final result is automatically 

counted, "all I needed was a crash or a flat tyre 

(today) and my season was finished," said Herin. 

But the former Olympic team luge rider from 

Northern Italy is not known for mistakes or 

mechanical problems, and today he lived up to his 

reputation as he smoothly and with confidence 

placed himself seventh. "I went fast where necessary 

and for the rest I rode safely." 

 

Herin's chief rival on this course, Juergen 

Beneke (GER, Schwinn Toyota), had to win and 

have Herin finish at best tenth today to take the title. 

Despite being fastest rider at the half-way point, 

Beneke couldn't quite pull it off, and finished second 

behind winner on the day, John Tomac (Giant-

Answer Manitou). 

"I had a feeling in my mind that Corrado had done 

enough, and so instead of going all out and 

jeopardising my overall position, I decided to try 

and secure second place, ahead of Steve Peat. 

Besides, Herin has won three rounds of the series 

and that makes him the worthy World Cup winner, I 

would have felt really bad if I'd won!", explained 

Beneke. 

Briton, Steve Peat (GT), who was also an overall 

contender, crashed twice and received stitches in his 

left elbow. 

Tomac took his first World Cup round win since the 

Hawaii final last year. "I love the big 

races," quipped the legendary rider at the finish. 

Tomac, who is now in the twighlight of his racing 

career, is spending his final two seasons solely on 

the downhill circuit. 

The women's final was a simple battle 

between Anne-Caroline Chausson (FRA, Sunn-

Nike) and Missy Giove (USA, Volvo-Cannondale). 

Chausson, 19, from Dijon, is the reigning World 

Champion; Giove, 24, from Durango, the World 

Cup Champion. Given events  

 

took a normal course, whoever finished better of 

these two today would win. 

Giove, who seems to be at her best when facing a 

seemingly impossible challenge, had made this one 

just about that. "I had a bad fall in the Italian 

Championships nine days ago and got 17 stitches in 

my knee. I also had a crash in training and can't 

raise my left hand to my head," she said, adding that 

it was "mental strength that brought me here today." 

So in the women's race, experience won out over 

youth as Chausson finished 2.15 seconds in arrears, 

with a time that was still good enough for second 

place. "It is frustrating that I have now failed twice 

in a row to win the World Cup, but the same 

happened to Missy a few years ago. I know that I 

have to get stronger to compete with her in the 

World Cup. Today she was the better rider, there is 

no question about that," admitted a philosophical 

Chausson after the finish. 

Next Cross Country race: round nine, Houffalize, 

30-31 August 1997. 

Paul Skilbeck 

Crowd size: 12,500 

Course Length: 3.65km; 

Vertical Drop: 600m; 

Slope: 16% 

Course Description: fast; rocky and smooth; pedalling 

strength required toward the bottom. 

Technical difficulty: moderate. 

Weather: warm, dry, rain fell for last four men. 

Average Speeds(approx.): Men: 52kph; Women: 47kph 
 



DSL55 Dual Challenge- Kaprun- 16.8.97 

Shaun Palmer (Mountain Dew Specialized) bustled his way to his first international mountain bike win, by simply outpacing Hungarian rookie, Atilla 

Nagy (GT) in the sudden death final round of the new shoulder to shoulder format of dual slalom racing. "I just want to be the best athlete in the world and 

I'll do whatever it takes to get there," he commented after the race, adding that his plans were to "try and qualify for the Supercross this winter, and then I'll 

head over to Europe for GP racing and the future of my life." 

Italy's Gianluca Bonanomi (Bianchi Martini) thrilled the crowd with his daring and clever tactical moves and looked the likely winner until he was flicked 

off his bike after touching Johan Engstrom (Scott International) while attempting a passing move on an off-camber corner. In the women's event, Katrina 

Miller (KHS), smoothly rode her way to a win that she made look easy. Even the spirited riding of Florentina Moeser (Lietz Sport) was not a match for the 

impressive Australian, who is fast looking set for a Brian Lopes - like period of domination in this new format of racing. Lopes (Mongoose) was not present 

at Kaprun. 

Paul Skilbeck 

 

Women's DH Results 
 

Pos Bib Name First Namme Nat TEAM GT WCPTS UCIcode Time 

1 2 GIOVE MISSY USA VOLVO/CANNONDALE 50 USA19720120 : 4:37.22 

2 1 CHAUSSON ANNE-CAROLINE FRA SUNN-NIKE 45 FRA19771008 : 4:39.37 

3 21 LINDGREN MALIN SWE NATL TM SWEDEN 40 SWE19740824 : 4:45.92 

4 5 DONOVAN LEIGH USA MONGOOSE 36 USA19711211 : 4:46.63 

5 4 BONAZZI GIOVANNA ITA SINTESI VERLICCH 32 ITA19660724 : 4:49.23 

6 6 GONZALEZ MERCEDES ESP TEAM GT 29 ESP19630711 : 4:49.26 

7 12 SHER LISA USA NAUTILUS/BARACUD 26 USA19690419 : 4:51.58 

8 13 SANER MARIELLE SUI SCOTT INTL 23 SUI19770322 : 4:52.45 

9 9 SONIER KIM USA VOLVO CANNONDALE 20 USA19630731 : 4:53.03 

10 18 MILLER KATRINA  KHS 17  : 4:53.28 

11 51 LE CAER NOLVENN FRA GT FRANCE 15 FRA19780223 : 4:57.05 

12 15 REPO KATJA FIN TUNTURI FINLAND 14 FIN19730304 : 4:57.98 



13 7 STREB MARLA USA MARIN 13 USA19650624 : 4:59.61 

14 17 JONNIER SABRINA FRA SINTESI VERLICCH 12 FRA19810819 : 4:59.92 

15 23 BLAS MIRIAM ESP SUNN NIKE SPAIN 11  : 5:03.89 

16 3 BRUTSAERT ELKE USA SCHWINN TOYOTA 10 USA19680805 : 5:05.93 

17 37 MÖSER FLORENTINA AUT LIETZ SPORT 9 AUT19670106 : 5:05.99 

18 26 PHELPS NATHALIE AUT UNION BIKE STORE 8 AUT19690108 : 5:08.80 

19 25 KOBES BRITTA GER WHEELER EUROPE 7 GER19681231 : 5:09.65 

20 33 KURANDOVA HELENA CZE KANGAROO/SACHS 6 CZE19780621 : 5:10.76 

21 41 RECCHIA EDELIN ITA SINTESI VENICCHI 5 ITA19770514 : 5:12.15 

22 14 MORTIMER HELEN GBR X DREAM TEAM SIN 4 GBR19760801 : 5:13.39 

23 66 RÜBEL JOHANNA GER WINORA 3 GER19801208 : 5:13.50 

24 30 MASUDA MAMI JPN GIANT JAPAN 2 JPN19740606 : 5:16.71 

25 61 RUMPF CHRISTIANE GER MAXX 1 GER19710519 : 5:19.80 

 


